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Pioneering Education in the Society o f Central Queensland 
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Read to a meeting of the Society on 25fune 1981 
Compared to South-East and Northern Queensland, the Central 
region has a dearth of historical writing. We pay tribute, therefore, to 
those who are researching in this area. 
"Pioneering Education in the Frontier Society of Central Queens-
land" needs some explanation. It could, for example, refer to the fif^ 
explorers, namely, the Aborigines who penetrated thus far some 
twenty or thirty thousand years ago. Like all pioneers they faced the 
unknown dangers in drought and flood, hunger and thirst but they 
were the first inhabitants in modern-day Central Queensland. GeofFrey 
Blainey has made this point in his provocative book, The Triumph of the 
Nomads.^^^ Here is one almost incredible claim: 
"Long before the rise of Babylon and Athens, the early Aus-
tralians had impressive achievements. They were the only people 
in the world's history to sail across the seas and discover an 
inhabitable continent. They bred a brave succession of coastal and 
inland explorers; they were brown Colombuses, Major Mitchells 
and even Dr. Livingstone, I presume". 
They also gave much thought to education in their frontier society, 
moving south-eastwards across the continent to occupy, often for a 
limited space of time, these new lands. One important aspect of educa-
tion centred upon the initiation of boys into manhood, as McKie has 
described:*^' 
Dr. Tom Watson, M.A. (Cambridge), Dip.Ed. (London), Ph.D. (East Africa), formerly of 
Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda, is with the Department of Education, University 
of Queensland. 
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"During these days of preparation for manhood, the boys were 
not allowed to speak . . . 1 said earlier that these magnificent 
people resembled the Greeks. This is true. But they also had dis-
cipline of the Spartans. Although the boys were fed, httle and 
irregularly, they could not ask for food. So silence lived on the 
very precipice of death..." 
The concentration here is not upon Aboriginal pioneers but upon 
those Western adventurers and settlers from the southern states of 
Australia, the British Isles, Germany and other European countries 
who, as part of the expansion of Europe, reached Central Queensland 
in the latter part of the nineteenth century. In particular, it will focus 
upon the pioneer teachers who followed the frontier society in the 
coastal towns at Gladstone and Rockhampton, in the pastoral settle-
ments at Gracemere, Springsure and Longreach, in the mining camps at 
Crocodile Creek, Mount Morgan and Mount Chalmers and in the rail-
way centres at Emerald, Bogantungan and Jericho, and even such places 
as Lakes Creek, around which sprang a community connected with the 
meatworks. 
Born at Rockhampton in 1874, educated in provisional schools 
along the railway line westwards and at the Rockhampton Central 
School, the young Thomas Hanger experienced the hurly-burly of 
frontier life. His memoirs provide a notable record, not only of school-
days but, in addition of the society around him.'^' A key word is 
"honest" and such an adjective certainly applied to his acute observa-
tions and records, for he makes no attempt to hide the roughness of the 
lives or the language of many frontier people, one example being his 
description of "the collarless crowd - the manual workers" in Rock-
hampton, the city of Sin, Sweat and Sorrow. He calculated, "A fair 
measure of the culture of any community is the treatment its parents 
hand out to their own children, and judged by this test, the community 
was degraded"!'" 
Educational provision in State schools in Queensland really began 
with the Primary School Act and the Grammar School Act in 1860. 
The former initiated a Board of General Education which supple-
mented its clauses by means of comprehensive regulations that aimed 
to provide every child between six and twelve years with sixty days of 
schooling each year. Such legislation, of course, took place many miles 
from the Central region but a strongly centralised system best suited a 
scattered population or a migratory one that geared its life to the good 
seasons of wool-shearing, cotton or sugar-cane harvesting or to the 
gold rushes, sometimes fanciful, that were the economic essence of 
frontier life. 
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The categories of acknowledged schools were Primary (either State, 
Church or Privately Sponsored until 1880) and then only schools 
under direct State control. Grammar such as those established in the 
1880s for boys and for girls on the Range at Rockhampton, the higher 
ground that caught the afternoon breezes where the "haves" built their 
houses in contrast to the "have nots" who lived on the hot, steamy flats 
by the Fitzroy River,'^' and the Technical Schools at Rockhampton and 
Mount Morgan. In 1869 the State agreed to recognise a type of school 
connected so closely with frontier societies, namely the Provisional 
School which has played such an important part in providing element-
ary education in the three Rs in Queensland. General Inspector 
McDonneH wrote:**' 
"There are cases, again, where the settlers are too few, too far 
apart, or too recently established in their new homes to be able 
to comply with the regulations in regard to the average attend-
ance (set at 30 pupils), or the contribution to the cost of the 
school building. In such places the people sometimes contrive, by 
their united labour, to erect a rough structure, which, for a time, 
may serve either as a place of worship or a school-house; and if 
they succeed in obtaining the services of a person moderately 
competent as an instructor, the Board may recognise the school 
provisionally, and grant a small stipend to the teacher, till the 
time comes when the residents are in a position to contribute 
their quota of the cost of founding a permanent vested school". 
McDonnell, a human government official, further recognised the even 
more scattered members of Queensland Society: "of families employed 
on stations in the remote interior, and of settlers (he might have said 
miners also, but their turn came later) who live too far apart to be able 
to support even a provisional school". He rejected itinerant teachers, as 
operating in New South Wales, a system borrowed from the United 
States of America with its equally vast distances to those of Australia. 
Queensland introduced such teachers in 1900 but they eventually gave 
way to the Primary Correspondence courses, started in 1922. 
In some cases parents either taught their own children or paid tutors 
or governesses to do so. Such an arrangement applied almost wholly to 
the wealthy classes. There were exceptions. George Carrington, an 
Oxford graduate, accepted a temporary teaching pbst in 1871 while 
trying his luck in Central Queensland.''' Such headings as Blackfellows, 
working men, first taste of a rough life, hard up indeed, a terrible night, 
solitude, broken-down swells, sandy blight, insect plagues, value of 
company, prospectors and goldfields. Chinamen, bushrangers, coolie 
labour in Queensland, All is not gold that glitters etc., show that he 
experienced a life far removed from privileges of England's oldest 
University. 
While destitute and recovering from fever he began to tutor the 
three children of a Scottish blacksmith in a small bush township."*' 
Sleeping in a tent and teaching in a smaH slab hut, he found the out-of-
date books from Brisbane of little use in trying to impart the three Rs. 
There were constant interruptions since the father required his child-
ren to hold horses or to blow bellows. "Education in Capricornia," he 
wrote, "is at a discount. People are usuaHy content if their boys learn to 
crack a stockwhip, swear and "ride anything".*'' While caring for the 
children of another family he took them to pick the fruit of plum trees 
and to bury it in sandy ground to soften them, showing that the bush 
child acquired rural knowledge and skiHs completely unknown to his 
urban counterpart. Nevertheless the opportunities were present for all 
comers, and the Hanger narrative abounds with references to the Great 
Outdoors, to Rugby Union footbaH, a rowing club, a sailing boat 
along the river Fitzroy to Broadmont and Port Alma, or even to the 
Keppel Islands, a swim across the Yeppoon Lagoon, many fishing 
ventures and shooting rabbits on Hummocky!"" 
FIRST T O U R OF INSPECTION 
The first state schools in Central Queensland began at Gladstone and 
Rockhampton. As the steamer Clarence sailed northwards on 30 May 
1861 it carried McDonnell on his first tour of inspection. The prob-
lems were great; the vast distance from Brisbane, the centre of educa-
tional administration, the need for the General Inspector to rush his 
visits to fit in with the steamer's time-table, the hasty consultation with 
local patrons who were responsible for raising at least one-third of the 
money to found a school, the low standards of the attainments at Glad-
stone, the dearth of trained teachers, the lack of grading, the wide age-
range of the pupils, the temporary buildings with very little ventilation 
in a tropical or semi-tropical climate, and incessant rain for three days at 
Rockhampton. Yet McDonnell wrote optimistically: 
"1 am persuaded, from the enthusiasm which appeared to prevail 
amongst those with whom 1 conversed on the subject of educa-
tion that the people of Rockhampton only required to be moved 
and directed in the proper way in order to found one of the most 
important schools in the colony"!'" 
He proved correct, for the Rockhampton Central soon developed into 
three major sections. Boys, Girls and Infants; and, most importantly, a 
strong teacher-training section for pupil teachers, apprenticed for four 
years on a meagre salary of ^30 to /j65 per year.*'^ ' The thirteen-
year-old Thomas Hanger continued at this school as a pupil teacher in 
1887, his father's purse being insufficient to enable him to take up the 
scholarship at Rockhampton Grammar School which he had won in 
79 
open competition. "Teaching" he recaUed stoicahy "at least opened an 
avenue to an education - of sorts; and my Scotch relations set some 
store by education".''^' In any case he remarked, perhaps with a touch 
of sour grapes, that the scholarship was also "too snobbish for my 
peoples' tastes" so he remained in the lower rather than the higher 
social bracket. 
It is important to recognise that there are varieties of pioneers. 
Richard Daintree claims justifiably, 'As in aH the Australian colonies, 
the squatter was the pioneer of all industrial pursuits . . . The agricul-
turalist, miner and manufacturer followed in the more or less remote 
future".'''" Local studies such as Malcom Thomis' Pastoral Country, a 
History of the Shire of BlackalP^'' or W. R Johnston and B. CampbeH's 
Bauhinia: One Hundred Years of Local Government^^^^ both show that the 
pastoral pioneers followed the explorers, Leichhardt and Mitchell. J. T. 
Allan, Ernest David and Henry De Satge were the first settlers on the 
EnniskUlen Downs and Northampton Downs. J. Grant Pattison in his 
"Battler" Tales of Early Rockhampton has a special chapter entitled "Some 
Pioneers" giving pride of place to the Archer brothers of Gracemere."" 
Cilento and Lack describe them as "probably the most enterprising 
family of pastoralists in Queensland".''^' Other pastoral pioneers were 
the EHiott brothers, James and John Atherton of Rosewood, Mr and 
Mrs Edmund Atherton, with daughters, Rebecca, Esther and Ahce, and 
Tom and Dick. 
In his book. The Birth of Central Queensland, 1802-59, W. R. 
Golding's dedication includes "Cook, Flinders, Oxley, O'Connor and a 
host of other explorers, but especially to the men and women of 
yesterday, who, braving hardships and privations and stout of heart and 
strong of limb, laid the foundation for the development of Central 
Queensland"."" J. T. S. Bird's pioneers include not only land-owners 
such as William Kelman, a native of New South Wales, a former Clerk 
of Petty Sessions, gold-prospector, explorer and squatter of great 
wealth, who, in the uncertainties of the frontier world, died compara-
tively poor, but Chappie, a Cornish miner, a smaH man of fifty years 
who found gold at Canoona in 1858 yet met his death, either by fever 
or savaged by a fierce dog, alone in his hut.'^°' Bird also mentions the 
pioneer plumbers and tinsmiths, painters and signwriters, boot and shoe 
manufacturers, dairymen, blacksmiths, carriers and wheelwrights. The 
last occupation is important, for Thomas Hanger's father combined it 
with building heavy drays and wagons as he took his family to follow 
the westward railway line, first built to Westwood in 1867, to Comet-
viHe in 1875 and then to Emerald, Bogantungan, Pine Hill, Barcaldine, 
and finally to Longreach in 1891. 
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Thomas Hanger claimed it was an honour to be chosen as a pupil 
teacher but this profession had limited status, yet teachers were an 
essential part of the frontier society. J. H. Carvosso pioneered State 
education at Gladstone. Charles Johnson, Wilham B. Barfoot, David 
Ewart (later a Chief Inspector and Director of Queensland Education) 
and George Potts, recruited in England and a strong disciplinarian, were 
the first headmasters at the Rockhampton Central School.'^" Potts had 
once attended the Battersea Training (toHege in London, and arrived in 
Queensland as a man of forty-two years with twenty-three years of 
teaching experience.*^^' He exchanged the bitterly cold winter winds 
and snows of his native Northumberland for the heat and humidity of 
the Rockhampton summer. In spite of his coHege qualification he took 
the annual teachers' examinations between 1876 and 1885 when he 
gained his Class I, Division 1, a standard that Hanger reckoned to equal 
a degree. Alexander Blyth started the Emerald school in 1875, returned 
to his native Scotland to obtain his degree from the University of St. 
Andrews, pioneered the State school at Bogantungan between 1883 
and 1887, and then returned to Emerald in 1889.'^^' As the railway line 
moved westwards, school attendances decreased in one place and 
increased in another. The same community, in theory, had to bear the 
costs of new schools. In fact, the Department of Public Instruction 
agreed to pay four-fifths of the money to start the Bogantungan school 
in 1881 and a further four-fifths acquired in moving the school to that 
centre from Emerald.'^'*' As the railway continued its development, 
numbers at "Bogan" feU from 162 in 1884 to 69 in 1887. The school at 
Emerald was soon being attacked by white ants and Inspector 
MacGroarty criticised its building too close to the ground.'^^' Yet the 
planners had made a good attempt to provide a suitable building for 
the tropics, as evidenced by its light and airy room, the partial closure 
of the verandah to make an extra class-room and a hat-room, and the 
preservation of welcome shade trees in the nine-acre reserve. 
ROLE P L A Y E D B Y W O M E N 
Females outnumbered males in the teaching profession and many 
taught on the frontier. In commencing a provisional school they were 
often the only "moderately competent" people. Sarah Elizabeth 
O'Soam and Ellen Devitt were the first head-teachers at Jericho 
between 1888 and 1898 when it achieved Primary status.'^*' Mary Ann 
Derrett took charge of the Blair Athol Provisional School from 1893 
to 1902.'^" Myfanwy Granville-Jones acted in this capacity at Anakie, 
but on 11 June 1898 she asked for a transfer "along the line or in the 
neighbourhood of Rockhampton".'^**' She did not hide the fact that the 
reason was personal, a constant dread of seeing her father coming to 
torment herself and her mother. She obtained the transfer to Crocodile 
Creek, a well-established but fluctuating goldfield, at a salary of ;r80 
per year. Eventually she became the wife of Thomas Hanger so it is 
worthwhile giving more details of the Crocodile Creek Provisional 
School. 
Crocodile Creek School in the 1880's. 
the in the foreground. 
Note the broad brimmed hats in 
The disastrous gold rush to Canoona, thirty miles from Rockhamp-
ton on the Fitzroy River, first alerted prospectors of that precious 
metal in the hinterland. After Canoona came Calliope in 1862, Croco-
dile Creek in 1865, and other rushes to Morinish, Ridgelands and 
Rosewood in 1867, although nothing surpassed the discovery of 
Mount Morgan in 1882.''" In 1866 Crocodile Creek boasted a popula-
tion of 2000 people, including a group of the despised Chinese who 
later lost five or six dead in a riot caused by the filching of a gold 
nugget.'^ "? Carrington found that this community lived in habitations 
of various kinds, "commodious tents, neat slab huts, primitive hovels 
made of sheets of bark, galvanised iron, supported by sticks whilst new 
arrivals lived in the open air".'^'! In 1881 W.J . MiHeken applied for 
official recognition of a Provisional school.'^^' He promised an average 
attendance of twenty pupils, mostly girls, but there was difficulty in 
finding a teacher. In 1885 John Glasgow asked for an up-grading to 
Primary status since an increased population had resulted in greater 
numbers, but Inspector A. S. Kennedy warned his department against 
such a move. His words fully demonstrate the dilemma facing the 
educational planners in mining areas: "My own impression is that there 
win probably be enough families in the locality to warrant the estab-
lishment of a State school, but that the attendance at such a school will 
be subject to considerable fluctuations, varying with the state of the 
weather and with the increase or otherwise of general mining specula-
tion".'^^' So the school did not gain its increased status. 
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Its condition worsened in the 1890s prior to Myfanwy Granville-
Jones' arrival. An anonymous letter in the Crocodile Creek file of the 
Queensland State Archives reveals many defects, beginning with the 
claim, "Neither in its inward or outward appointments is it worthy of 
the name", and giving examples of only one desk between the twenty-
three pupHs so most sat on the floor, the disharmony of trying to teach 
four grades at the same time, the extreme irregularity of one boy who 
attended four days in April, six in May and ten in June, and the rapidly 
deteriorating building which let in rain that spoHed copy-books, and 
wind that blew sheets in aH directions.'^'" In 1896 Joseph Trazire 
complained that the lack of fencing around the five acres prevented 
children from afar from grazing their horses.'^^' A year later he revealed 
the deep split within the community over the school site since many 
families had moved three mHes away to a newly discovered reef'''*' Yet 
another local patron, Chas. H. Morgan asked for another school on a 
new site to replace the now thoroughly dHapidated buHding.'^" 
Myfanwy Granville-Jones arrived as an assistant teacher.'^*' In 1900 she 
again complained at the roughness of the food and living conditions in 
the hotel and even threatened to resign on this account but she found 
comfortable lodgings.'^" She also applied for a ^ 1 0 extra cost-of-Hving 
allowance for maintaining a horse that enabled her to attend drawing 
lessons each Saturday morning in Rockhampton. She married Thomas 
Hanger in 1902, enabling him to become the head-teacher at the 
Jericho Primary School and to take with him a wife who "liked the 
bush or at least did not dislike it"!''°' 
R I G O R O U S T E A C H E R T R A I N I N G 
Thomas Hanger's experiences of Provisional Schools were at the 
railway centres of Emerald and Bogantungan. He, like many others, 
attended irregularly. The teachers were easy-going, one being so fond 
of the bottle that the children danced round him while he slept in a 
drunken stupor.''"' Learning such songs as "The Watch on the Rhine", 
"My Highland Laddie" and "Hard Times" lasted longer than any recol-
lection of the three Rs. He won a New Testament in a Sunday school 
for reciting a chapter of St. Mark's Gospel, but his account is most vivid 
for the earthy nature of life around him - his bark-hut home, his 
father's shop surrounded by wagons, the blacksmith's forge, the tran-
sitory nature of the small community, and many references to the 
conditions as "crude, primitive, savage and drunken" and their effect 
upon the women as well as the men. 
The family's return to Rockhampton heralded a new era. "Immed-
iately 1 came to Rockhampton", he wrote, "1 forgot the west and its 
lack of decency . . . it certainly closed one phase of my life so com-
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pletely that I never dreamed of using that standard of conduct that I 
must have known in Bogantungan".'''^' He also found George Potts a 
very different sort of teacher from those on the railway line, one noted 
for his firmness and ability to see that his pupils learned their lessons. 
Hanger later applauded his fairness in spite of the rigidity and harshness. 
Potts superintended over 400 boys between seven and 16 years, and his 
staff which included the eight pupil teachers. Hanger expressed the 
uniform disciphne in this description of the rehearsals for a formal 
gathering, occasions never to be forgotten for the insistence on keep-
ing in step and maintaining a dead silence:'''^' 
"When we sat down we sat down silently - 400 of us: not a form 
must be jolted, there was no jarring of wood on wood, only the 
soft swish of our clothes as our bodies found support on the 
forms below: as we sat, our knees must be slightly apart, our feet 
flat on the floor with the leg upright from the knee to the instep, 
our arms folded across the breast, all in exactly the same way -
with the back of the right hand displayed over the left upper arm 
and the fingers of the left hand just hidden in the right arm-pit". 
This rigid discipline extended to teaching methods and especially to 
learning Reading, Writing and Arithmetic:'''''' 
'The three Rs were taught more intensively than today; more 
harshly too, I fancy: I can still remember, as a ten-year old, learn-
ing extended multiplication tables and the squares of numbers up 
to 25 - work that a sub-senior in a secondary school today will 
consult a table book to obtain - and feel the sting of a cane on 
my knuckles because I didn't get the results onto the slate quickly 
enough'. 
His tuition under Potts continued in his pupil-teacher training. The 
seemingly all-powerful headmaster allowed no deviation from his own 
teaching methods, reprimanding a pupil teacher before his class with 
the words, "Mr Jones, while you are in the Boys' Central School that 
subject must be taught as 1 have shown you". It was not an easy life to 
spend ninety minutes of each day under such strict guidance, to be 
judged by the percentages of passes, to give periodic criticism lessons, 
to teach before a fear-provoking inspector and to work late hours at 
night for annual examinations. "The actual work of teaching was far 
from easy" Hanger recaHed, "when it includes energising and galvan-
ising into continuous activity a group of thirty or forty boys who don't 
want to be energised".'''^' Described as "legal sweating" or "punishment 
by hard labour" pupil teaching was changed by many for other 
positions. Frederick Barber Leigh left the Rockhampton Boys' Central 
School on winning a bursary at Sydney University.''"'' Eugene J. T. 
Forrest entered his father's firm as a book-keeper.'''^' One son of 
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George Potts, John, entered the Commercial Bank in Rockhampton. 
His brother George became the secretary and librarian at the School of 
Arts in the town.'""*' Alfred A. Perkins sought ordination in the 
Anglican Church of North Queensland!''" 
Music provided some light relief for the pupil-teachers. A Mrs. 
Bridson receives special mention for her training of solo and choral 
voices among the young men. The Grant family from Scotland 
extended literary knowledge by their readings aloud of Adam Lindsay 
Gordon, Brunton Stephens, Artemus Ward, Mark Twain and Bret 
Harte.'"*" The Presbyterian Literary Society had also taught him to read 
for himself - Dickens, Thackeray, Meredith and George Eliot, then 
Shakespeare and Keats. He went further into the writings of Darwin, 
Thomas Huxley and Herbert Spencer, leading to his severence from 
his church and a preference for his own independent point of view, yet 
with the strongest belief in morality. 
Teachers from the Rockhampton Central Boys' School. Left to right: 
T. Hanger, B. Long, J. Perrier, H. Tomkys and J. Angel. 
The completion of his teacher training as pupil teacher and then, in 
part, as assistant teacher in 1895 opened up the possibility of widening 
his horizons by travel to Townsville and beyond, the means of trans-
port being a small boat shared with two other teachers. Angel and 
Perrier. "1 may hope", he wrote in his application for unpaid leave, "in 
this way to gain experience and widen my mind, so that the time will 
be weH spent from an educational point of view".'^"' There is irony in 
this statement, for he learnt much of life from this disappointing 
venture, resulting in Perrier's leaving teaching for a firm at Townsville, 
considering "the advantages to be gained by remaining here arc greater 
than those to be obtained by returning to the department".'"' Hanger 
did return, the hard way, by walking from Townsville to Rockhamp-
ton which he regarded as "an ordeal of purification and atonement for 
my months of stupidity"!^"' 
HAPPINESS A T JERICHO 
After teaching at Maryborough West and again at Rockhampton he 
and his wife moved to Jericho, at that time in the grip of a severe 
drought that had driven the squatters from their land and left a 
community of carriers, teamsters, station hands and lengthsmen.'^^' 
They were the happiest six years of his life in spite of the isolation, dust 
storms and sandy blight that caused his pupils to wear green fly-veils, 
and himself to turn away from the sight of their sore eyes on his first 
morning. He had ample opportunities to practise his passion for 
out-door sports and to learn the native names for the trees - coolibah, 
ironbark, Moreton Bay ash, bloodwood, ironwood and sandalwood. 
The children proved most receptive, a major reason being the lack of 
alternative interests. The school gained a good reputation. As numbers 
increased he obtained, a pupil teacher.'^'" He also started a scholarship 
class, believing it to be a way of enlarging the horizons of both pupils 
and parents. 
The dry, blistering heat of summer and the freezing cold of winter 
did not deter him. Jericho made a lasting impression in, what he called, 
"the simple elemental characteristics of country life". They were:'''' 
" the things painters depict for us and poets write of and we 
ordinary people mostly ignore because they are for everybody 
and for nothing - the scerit of bush flowers as the dew on them 
evaporates in the morning sun, the beauty of dawn and sunset, 
the stillness of a lagoon at night, the unexpected outburst of bird 
Hfe as day promises to break in the morning, the fragrance of the 
smoke from gumsticks as the bHly boils, the song of magpie and 
butcher bird when mating time comes". 
Perhaps not surprisingly he asked to be buried there. 
His last schools as a Primary headmaster were Mount Chalmers, 
North Rockhampton and Maryborough West. Mount Chalmers made 
the greatest impression upon him but nothing in the Jericho mould, 
for it possessed many of the characteristics of the frontier mining 
township, being dominated by the Great Fitzroy gold and copper 
mines. Its mushroom growth led to serious over-crowding in the 
school. Between 1906 and 1912 numbers jumped from 55 to 250 
pupils. The inrush of miners and their families produced many prob-
lems in grading and discipline. The school proved "a heartbreak".''*''' In 
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the mornings the sea-breezes brought the fragrance of lemon-scented 
gum trees: in the afternoons fumes of sulphur contaminated the air 'so 
that the vegetation in its path withered and died, the water in the tanks 
at both school and house was tainted, and every article of silver in the 
house turned black'.'^^' Traffic used for building the railway caused 
clouds of dust to pour into the school on the many dry days so that the 
parents, not the most zealous for education, withdrew their children. 
The marked contrast with Jericho caused him to comment:"^' 
"1 have never met more evilly sophisticated pupils than some of those 
in Mt. Chalmers. The place was growing and the people were often 
roughly housed, quite as roughly as Jericho; and most of the people 
were as rough as their dweHings . . . 1 was there three years, and 1 still 
turn over uneasily in my bed when 1 think of them". 
Again he started a scholarship class and one boy, the son of a member 
of the school committee, gained entrance to Rockhampton Grammar 
School by such means. In typical fashion the mine promised great 
rewards but did not fulfil them. By 1912 the financial resources were 
exhausted and the outbreak of war led to its final abandonment in 
1916, leaving behind great heaps of slag to disfigure the country-side. 
If one aim of education is to light a burning desire for further learn-
ing, then Thomas Hanger possessed that quality in abundance, even in 
the depressing circumstances of Mount Chalmers. At that time he 
began to attend weekly classes in chemistry at Rockhampton Technical 
College. It led eventually to his correspondence degree from the Univ-
ersity of Queensland and a headship at Gympie High School from 
1916 to 1939. The last glimpse, therefore, of this pioneer teacher is the 
lone cyclist pedalling his way every Wednesday afternoon along the 
twenty-one miles from Mount Chalmers and returning to his school 
by eight o'clock next morning. 
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